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Sir JOHN PHIL LIS, Bart. S. 


"FI; 


S you have a Bill now de- 
pending in your Houſe for 
nmaturalising Foreign Pro- 
a Zeſtants, and the Subject 
thereof being become the 
T.oopie of Converſation, I 
flatter my ſelf that you won't think this 
Addreſs impertinent; and as our preſent 
Circumſtances are not greatly different 
„ from 


(4) 


from what they were ſome Years ſince; 

to ſee this Meaſure in the Light it was 

then ſeen by our Anceſtors, -may- be of 

ſome Uſe for the forming of your TW» 
on the Preſent Occaſion. | 


The Subject has Nen times der 
gone the Conſideration of Parliament, into 
which it was always introduced upon the 
Maxim, that the Increaſe of People is the 
advancing the Wealth and Strength of a 
| Nation : However uncontrovertible this 
Maxim may be in regard to Natives; 1 
am ſure it will never meet with an uni- 
verſal Conſent in regard to Foreigners. 


It has been an Obſervation i in almoſt all | | 


4 Countries, that a peculiar Affection ap- 
pears in moſt Men for the Place of their 
Nativity; Mankind with their firſt Breath 
are naturalized to the Soil, and fo great 
an Effect is fixed upon the Conſtitution, 
that it becomes the Element that they 
beſt thrive in, and in return the Intereſt 
and Welfare of that Place, or that Coun- 
try are alwa ys predominant, altho' their 
1 of Life ſhould be at ever ® 
ſo © great a 3 | 


I jected with Diſdain. The Speech made 


C0 
1 have ſaid, this happens in almoſt all 


Countries; I am forry hat wherein we 
live ſhould be àn Exception to this general 
Rule; but it's too apparent, that in theſe 


our modern Days we ſee a Set of Men 


of Taſte (as they are pleaſed to call them- 
ſelves) who deſpife Engliſhmen, Engliſb 
Food, and Engliſb Liberty, for no other 
Reaſon, than that they are the Product of 
the Places of their Nativity; whilſt they 
furniſh themſelves from a foreign Climate 
with every Vice, and every Species of 
Luxury, that can render em ridiculous 
in the Eyes of thoſe Foreigners, who are 
ſo fond of becoming Denizens of this 


Kingdom. 


J am ſorry that every Day's Experience 
verifies this Aſſertion; and to this, I fear, is 
owing this Attempt to Naturalize Fo- 


reigners, in order to corrupt and impo- 


veriſh the few, that remain untainted by 


¶ French Rogoits and lralian Effeminacy. 


This Bill mar firſt attempted in the 


Year 1694, but there was then ſuch an 


Engliſh Spirit appeared, that it was re- 


by 


2 
by Sir John , Knight, Repreſen tative for 
Briſtol, on that Occaſion, is ſo memora» 
ble, that I can't help tranſcribing it en- 
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Ar SPEAKER, 


Have heard of a Ship in a violent 
Storm, in Danger of n everx 
: « Moment lit was not ſuch a tham Storm 

as we were lately entertain'd with in the 


© Gazette, which deceives the People, 


that many Ships going for France, la- 
den with Corn, were caſt away, tho 


_ * thoſe Ships and many more are fince 
| : fafely arriv'd in France; but it was ſuch 
© a, real Storm, as on the 4th of the laſt 


Month deſtroy'd, on the Coaſt of Corn- 
wall, upwards. of 70 Sail of our Eng- 


3 Ships, moſt of which were laden 
© with Corn, and ſeveral Sorts of Provi- 


* ſions, for the Uſe of our D-— Allies, 
* to enable them to live cheap, by mak- 
ing the ſame dear at Home; perhaps, 

* ſome 


6 
Wo c 
4 
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1 

bed up. for the Diſobedience of the 
6 


Wo ſuffer no Damage. WT. 
Sir, I cannot, as that good Comman- 


ow: = 
ſome were for the Support of our half- 
ſtary'd, and unpaid Engliſb Soldiers now 
in Flanders; when periſh'd likewiſe 
more than 700 Sailors, who have left a 
great many Widows, Children, and 
poor Relations, to curſe our Conduct at 
© Sea, the Cauſe of this Calamity; In 


3 # < ſuch a dreadful Storm it was that the 
3 * aforeſaid Ship was in] when the good 
Commander ſeeing the Danger, and ap- 


« prehending Death, defir'd his Crew to 


2 < afliſt with Reſolution, and preſerve 
_® © themſelves and the Ship; which the Sai- 
lors refuſing to do, he retir'd to his Cab- 


bin, humbled himſelf in Prayer, and 
« implor'd the Powers that alone can fave 

in Time of Need, that tho' the Ship 
and the Company might be juſtly ſwal- 


* Sailors; yet that he and his Cabbin might 


* 


K 


; Boring? - wt Oo "a 2 a A «„ 


($8) 
© of England, provided Briftol were ſafe, 


To hope for, and expect Happineſs in 


< Life, when all Mankind but my ſelf 


are Aead. would not be * 1 


L « than to propoſe Comfort and Security to 


3 my ſelf and Corporation, when Stran- 


gers are admitted to poſſeſs and enjoy, 
* by a Law, all that's valuable in this 
« Kingdom; for this Bill doth enfranchiſc 
all Strangers, that will ſwear and proteſt Þ 
© againſt Popery, with the Liberties of 
every Engliſhman, after the vaſt Expence 
of Treaſure and Engliſh Blood, it hath 
coſt this Kingdom in all Times and 
Ages of our Fore- fathers, to ſecure 
them to themſelves a> their Foſte- 
rit | 

5 8 Mr. Speaker, I hints beg 2 
Pardon, if at this Time I cannot fit © 
filent, but expreſs a zealous Concern, | 
as well for the Kingdom in general, as 
for the Place I repreſent in particular; 
and I am more mov'd thereunto, whilſt 
J ſee: fo many Members ' ſent here by $2 
their Country, for the Conſervation of 
the Engliſpmens Liberties, ſo warm as 
to pon with all. to e with ons 
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© The Argument of the honourable 
perſon near me, to render all the Care 
of our Fore-fathers of no Eſteem a- 
ſt us, who are, or ought to be the 
Re epreſentatives of the Kingdom, was 
to prove that this Age and Generation 
are wiſer (he « did not fay honeſter) than 
the former. YN 
1 + remember a weſCottittyman, 
many Years paſt, undertook to prove the 


- 2 2 8 — LY 


Sea, by declaring his Father was a Fool 
3 © to him: I yielded him that Point, by 
« concluding both to be ſuch; and yet our 
Fore- fathers might be wife Men. I ſhall 
not at this Time queſtion the Wiſdom 
of thoſe who-promote the Bill, or their 
Fathers. For my falf, I declare in be- 
half of the Wiſdom and Honeſty of our 
Predeceſſors; nor can J äſſent to the 
« yielding up of the Liberties and Laws 
i. Hay derived unto us, only becaufe fome 
© Gentlemen think better of themſelves 
<Tane perhaps miſtakenly ) than of their 
Parents. „ 
Sir, T was early inſtructed in Ahl 
e of: Defetence to the Wiſdom of our 
© Anceſtors; and at this Time 1 tremble, 
"mM * Feet" T reflect on the Correction given 
B me 
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fame to me and my Company beyond 


(2) 

5 me by my Maſter, that 1 might not for- 
get, but imitate and defend. in all Times 

7 this Rule; Let them only be accounted 

« good, juſt, and. wiſe Men, who regard 

* and. defend the | Statutes, Laws, Ordi- 

© nances, and Li berties, abi ch their Fore- 
5 fatbers Wiſdom and Experience obtain d 

* oY themſelves and Poſterity. ; 

Now, it is my Opinion, Mr. Speaker, | 
that if thoſe Gentlemen who approve 
of this Bill, had not only been taught 
that Rule, but as well corrected as my- 
ſelf, they would be of my Judgment; 
and I wiſh that they who depart from 
that Rule, and facrifice. our Engliſh Li- 
berties to a Number of mercenary Fo- 
* Teigners, may not meet with a much 
more rigorous and exemplary Chaſtiſe- 
ment from their enraged and med 
* Copazrymes. 75 
„The Arguments us d for the Bill are 
in Subſtance theſe: Firſt, a Want f 
Purchaſers for our Lands. Second, of 
Merchants. Third, Manufacturers, who 1 
can work cheaper than the Engliſbd. 
Fourth, Huſbandmen to till the Ground. 
4.10 all theſe I ſhall return ſhort An- 
ſwers; but it I debate not on them with 
that e and Reaſon as our nog 

© Admi- 
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© "Admirals can (no doubt) with great In- 


<« Houſe will pardon me; for my Obſer- 
© vations never coſt the Kingdom ſuch 


Expence of Money at Home, and Loſſes 


© at Sea, as hath the Experience of thoſe 
* honourable Perſons in Sea Afairs. 
* 1ſt, It is argued by ſome, that we want 


© Purchaſers for the Lands: This is a me- 
lancholy Conſideration ; I therefore de- 


* fire thoſe Gentlemen who approve of this 


Bill, to tell me what it is hath 23 


us to this Condition, that the landed 


Mien of England are reduced to ſo low 


© an Ebb, that they muſt ſell, and none 


l left able to buy, unleſs Foreigners are 
2 < naturalized : Doth this prove our Fore- 


* fathers wanted Underſtanding ? Or, doth 


'Z © it not rather conclude it's occaſion'd b 


* our. Want of theirs, and not following 
their Examples? Who never tax d their 
Country to the Ruin both of themſelves 


and their Poſterity ; nor did they expend 


the Money of the Kingdom on ſuch Al- 


lies as ours; who, as we have been in- 
fform'd by ſome of the Privy-Council, 
2X -* are not in our Intereſt, and will ſpare us 
none of their Men for our Pay, without 
Jteat Penſions likewiſe for themſelves. 
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(72) 
* Can-any Man hope to-perſuade me, that 
© our Forefathers would have brought 
foreign Soldiers into England, and pay 
them, and naturalize them likewiſe, and 
© at the ſame time ſend the E nelifh Sol- 
diers abroad to fight in a range Land 

* without their Pay? 

Loet us abate our Taxes, and after the 
* wile Precedent of our Fathers, pay our 
© own Seamen and Soldiers at Home, and 

* ſend the Foreigners back; then the Mo- 
© ney will be found circulatingat Home in 

* ſuch Engliſbmen's Hands, who may buy 
© the Lonk that are to be fold, wipe 
* naturalizing Strangers. 

* Secondly, It's faid, we want more 
© Merchants: Who may we thank for 
bringing ſo many to Poverty? But 
© T ſhall forbear grating, and defire 
© the Liberty to conſider in ſhort, how 
the Trade of England hath hitherto 
© been carry d on. Gentlemen have plac'd 

* their younger Children to Merchants; 
© their Maſters obſerving their Honeſty 

and Diligence, when they have gained 

© ſome Experience in the neceſſary Parts 
of Trade, generallyſend them abroad to 
© Turkey, all Parts of the Levant, to 
© Spain, Portugal, the Eaſt and Weſt-Tn- 
© es, and to all. Parts where England holds 
any 


A 


(13) 

* any conſiderable Commerce ; there the 
young Men are employ'd by, and en- 
© truſted with the Stocks and Eſtates of 
their Maſters and Friends, whereby all 
Parties, both the Principals at Home, 
and the Factors Abroad, are advantag'd, 
and England enrich'd, (for there in the 
* End all centers ;) and at laſt, when they 
are ſatiated with Gain, they return to 
© their native Soil, their Friends and Re- 
lations for Eaſe and Enjoyment, making 

Room for a younger Generation to ſuc- 

ceed in their profitable Employments. 
Thus hitherto this Kingdom hath ad- 

vanc'd in Riches, whilſt Foreigners 
could not with Succeſs plant their Fac- 
tories on us, thro' the Advantage we had 

by our Laws. Let us but turn the Tables, 
and confider the Conſequence : Suppoſe 
we paſs this Bill, and Foreigners (who, 

no Doubt, will take the Oaths as this 

Bill directs, and proteſt againſt Popery 

and Paganiſm, and on occaſion Chriſti- 

anity too, as at Japan) ſend their Ser- 
vants and Factors hither, and we natu- 
ralize them; and let the Capital Stock, 

which gets an Employ to theſe new- 

made Engliſbmen, belong to their Maſ- 

© ters and- Friends, who never did, or ever 
will live amongſt us; will it not then 
« follow, 
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follow, that the Profit will be theirs, 


and not Englands? and will not the 
*.new-made Engliſb, (yet Foreignersſtill) 
return to their Country and Friends with 
their Gain, as our People hitherto have 
done? We may obſerve, by our inland 


Trade, that it's ſeldom they who make 


the Manufactures gain Eſtates, but thoſe 
ho employ their Stocks in buying and 
* felling what others make; and it is the 
< ſame with the Merchants, thoſe that 
export and import, are the Gainers ; the 
firſt Maker very ſeldom, the Conſump- 
1 toner never. 
The Concluſion then of this Experi- 
ment muſt be this, That what hath hi- 


therto been Gain to England by Engliſh 


Merchants and Factors, will be turned 


to a foreign Land, by the foreign Mer- 


© chants naturalized, for their own Good, 


not En ngland's. . 


But oy is not all, for at once the 
Art of Navigation will be render d uſe- 


ſleſs. Whence then will be a N urſery 
for Seamen? For foreign Merchants will 


* naturalize foreign Seamen; and when 


the Preſs- maſters find them, they will 


Duteben ſpraken, va min beer, and a- 
void the Kerner 3 but at che Cuſtom- 
59e, 


(9) 

© houſe, Exchange, and in all Corpora- 
tions, they will be found as good Eng- 
A emen as any be of this Houſe. From 
whence it followeth, that Trade will be 
only carry d on by foreign Merchants 
and Seamen, and the Engliſi Seamen 
condemned to our Men of War, and 
perhaps live there, as hitherto, without 
their Pay, till another Million be owa 
ing them for Wages, and in the Inte- 
rim have this only Conſolation and Re- 
ward for Service done, and to be done, 
that their Wives and Children may be 
ſubſiſted with the Alms of the Pariſh, 
whilſt foreign Soldiers are maintain- 
4 at Home and Abroad, with their 
Pap. v1 

A third Argument for bug Fo- 
reigners, is, upon a ſuppoſed Want 
we have of Manufa#urers, eſpecially 
ſuch as will work cheaper than the N 
* iſh, In my Opinion this Reaſoning is 
Lf * extraordinary, and ought not to take 
Air ont of the Houſe, leſt the old 
« Engl, iſh Spirit ſhould exert itſelf in De- 
fence of its Liberties : For at this Time, 
vrhen all Proviſions are become exceflive 
© dear by the great Quantities exported 
; W Sea, — pum! the poor Eng- 


* liſh 
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(6) 
_ © liſp Manufacturers on ſtarving in moſt 
* Parts of England, for Want of a full 
* Employ to enable them to ſupport their 
Families by their honeſt and painful 
Labour and Induſtry; ſhall an Engh/h 
= * Parliament let in Strangers to underſell 
our Country? which they may cafily 
, do, whilſt they live in Garrets, pay no 
© Faxes,and are bound to no Duty. How 
© ſhall we anſwer this to our Coun 
< who ſent us here? When by fo doing, 
© inſtead of making the Kingdom more 
* populous, we provide only for the Sub- 
< fiftance of Foreigners, and put our 
Countrymen to the choice of ſtarving 
at Home, or to turn Soldiers, and be 
* ſent Abroad, and to ſtarve the for 
want of their Pay; for it is well known 
< that at this Time, more Commodities 
are made in England, than can be con- 
+ fumed Abroad or at Home, which 
makes the poor Manufacturers ſo mi- 
© ſerable. | All Country Gentlemen with- 
in this Houſe, have for ſeveral Seſſions 
- © aboured what they could to raiſe the 
Price of the Provifions Whieh their 
Lands produce, and ſome think it not 
* great enough yet; and they would de- 
1 _— _ an, who ſhould endeavour 
*” "9 
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to lower the Rates, by propoſing a free 


Importation of Viſb Cattle and Corn, 


tho he had no other Deſign, than that 
charitable and neceſſary one of relier- 


ing the Poor: And yet theſe very Gen- 


tlemen are for this Bill, becauſe they 
would have the Taibour of the Poor 


brought to a lower Advantage. In 
my Opinion, this is a very un- 


equal Way of Reaſoning, that whilſt 
we raiſe the Price of the Product of 
the Land; for the Gentlemen to live 
in greater State, at the fame time our 


Conſults are how to make the half- 


ſtarv'd Manufacturers, that live by their 
daily Labour, more and more miſerable. 


What Opinion will the common People 
of England have of this Houſe, and 
the Gentlemen of the Kingdom, whom 
nothing can pleaſe, but what is made 


by Foreigners, or comes from Abroad ? 


Our Palates for a long Time have 
been ſo nice, that nothing but a French 
Coo could pleaſe ; nor could we per- 


ſwade ourſelves that our Cloathing was 


good, unleſs from Head to Foot we 
were Alamode de France, The Gen- 
tleman was not well ſerv'd, without a 
Frenchman; and the Lady's Commode 


could” not fit right, if her fine French- 
2 


© woman 
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woman did not put it on. Now on a 


ſudden, the Change is as violent in Fa- 
vour of the Foreigners, who are great 


Courtiers, and the only taking People; 
and our Engliſh are a ſort of clumſy- 
fiſted People, if compared with the mo- 
diſh D— Hans and Jro; and in ſhort, 


the Engliſhmen are fit for nothing, but - 
to be ſent beyond Sea, and there either 
to fight, ſteal, or ſtarve for want of Pay. 


There is one Thing, Mr. Speaber, which 


comes into my Mind, with which I 
ſhall cloſe this Conſideration. What 
Reaſon was there for blaming the May- 
ors, Aldermen, Commuon-councils, and 
other Governors of Corporations, for 
ſurrendring the Charters, though they 
ſtill retained ,the Rights for Engli/h- 
men only to come into new Charters, and 
at the ſame hope Time to juſtify our 
Proceedings, though we throw up the 
great Charter of our Engli iſp Liberties, 
to admit Strangers? - 

A fourth Pretence for hid Bill, is, 
a Want of Huſbandmen to till the 
Sud. I ſhall ſay little on this Head, 
but requeſt the honourable Perſon be. | 
low me, to tell me of the forty tbou- 


: * Jang. French, which he confeſſeth are 


come into England, how many does he 
R know 


(19) 
© now, that at this Time follow the 
© Plow-tail? For it's my firm Opinion, 
that not only the French, but any other 
„Nation this Bill ſhall let in upon us, 
vill never tranſplant themielves for the 
Benefit of going to Plough ;| they will 
_ * contentedly leave the Engli/h he ſole 
Monopoly of that Slavery. 
Upon the whole, Sir, it's my Judg- 
* ment, that ſhould this Bill paſs, it will 
bring as great Afflictions on this Nation, l 
* as ever fell upon the Ægyptians; and ft 
one of their Plagues we have at this f 
Time very ſevere upon us; I mean, | 
that of their Land bringing forth Frogs | 
in aBundance, even in the Chambers of 
© their Kings: For there is no entring the 
Courts, the Palaces of our hereditary 
' Kings, for the great Noiſe and Croak- 
© ing of the Frog-Landers. - 
Mr. Speaker, this Nation is a reli 81-1 
* ous, juſt, and zealous Nation, who, in 
© ſome of their Fits and Zeal have not 
* only quarrell'd and fought for the fame, 
but have murder'd and depos d Kings, 
Nobles, Biſhops, and Prieſts, for the 
Sake of their Religion and Liberties, 
which they pretended to prove from the 
Bible. We are the religious Repreſen- 
" kali des of this religious People; let us 
C2 = * there- 
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(320) ) | | 
therefore learn Inſtruction in this Caſe 
bf before us, from that | goed Book; where 
wie may be inform'd, that St. Paul, 
15 < being =_— free of — Rome, eſcap'd 
2 Whipping and valued and —. 
that Privilege; and the chief Captain 
of the Romans prides, himſelf, that he, 
© with a great Sum, had obtain'd that 
Freedom, and fear d greatly when he 
1 1 had violated St. Paul Liberty, by bind- 
| ing of him; and ſhall we ſetat-nought 
8 the Freedoms of the Engliſſ Nation, 
1 who are a religious Chriſtian Kingdom, 
= and part with the ame to Strangers, for 
nothing, unleſs the Undoing of our 
-© own, Countrymen, who ſent us here, 
but not on this Errand? Certainly we 
« ſhould follow the Example of the Ro- 
man Captain, and fear and tremble when 
* we conſider the juſt Provocation we ſhall 
"give to the Kingdom, who will expect 
that we preſerve, and not deſtroy every 
$. 8 s Birth- right. 


Sir, we may farther learn from that 

© Book, the Fate of the Eayptians, who 
£ FX experimented on the Score of Charity, 
what it is a People may expect from 
admitting Strangers into their Country 
and. Councils. Jh was a Stranger, 
. e Kare ret being taken 


into 


| {-21 ) 5 

into Pharaob's Council, he, by Taxes 
and other fine Projects, brought the ſe- 
ven Years Plenty God had bleſt the /Z- 
*< gyptians with, into the Grainaries of 
© Pharaoh; but when Dearth came on 
© the Land, and the People cry'd to their 
* King for Relief, they were ſent to the 
Stranger Joſeph, who getteth from 
them, for that which was once their 
own, all their Money, their Cattle, their 
© Lands, and laſt of all, their Perſons into 
Slavery; tho', at the ſame Time, he 
did far otherwiſe by his own Country- 
men, for he placd them in the beſt of 
the Land, the Land of Goſhen, and 
< nouriſh'd them from the King's Store. 
This Example ſhould teach us to be wiſe 
in Time, ſeeing all this was done by the 
Advice of one Foreigner in the Rrivy 
Council; and what may that Country 
< expect, where the Head, and many 
of the Council, are Foreigners? 
Sir, I perceive ſome Gentlemen are 

* unealy ; perhaps I have offended them, 
in ſuppoſing they are religious Repre- 
ſentatives, or concluding, that their Re- 
ligion is to be prov'd from the Bible: 
* Hf that be it which diſpleaſeth, I beg 
their Pardon, and promiſe not to offend 


© again 


22 =. 
again on that Score; and will tonclude 


all with this Motion, That the Serjeatt 
be commanded to open the Doors, and 


let us firſt kick the Bill out of the Houſe, 


Hand then Foreigners out dat the _ 
4 dom. 


Thus ik a True Britiſh Repreſen. 


tative. I wiſh the Matter of it was not, 
in many Reſpects, too applicable to our 
preſent Circumſtances. 


n n Yair of che late-"Quibeh | 


Anm, it was again brought into the Houſe 
of Commons; and, tho ſtrongly oppoſed, 
paſſed through that and the other Houſe, 
and obtained the Royal Aſſent. = The 
Reaſons publiſhed againſt it were to the 
* following : | 


1. That the Gude of alis which 
would probably be the Effect of ſuch a 
Law, might prove dangerous to our Oh: 
| ſtitution; for theſe would owe Allegiance 
to their "reſpective Princes, and retain a 
Fondneſs for their native Countries; and 
therefore, whenſoever a War ſhould break 
out, might prove ſo many Spies and Ene- 
mies. Beſides, under this Pretencb, the 


e Enemies of our eſtabliſh's Church 
=” ml 


(023) 
and Religion, might flock over with de- 
W's euer their Overthrom. e 


2. That A general Nanalee might 
undoubtedly. ſpread an univerſal Diſguſt 
and Jealouſy throughout the Nation; par- 
ticularly in thoſe Cities and Towns that 
are Places of Manufacture; there having 
been many Complaints and Commotions 
in London, and cliewhere, on occaſion of 
Foreigners. x 


4 > oh "Sy" 


That the Deſign, of inviting Multi- 
tudes of Aliens to ſettle here, might prove 
in time a farther Miſchief; for they would 

not only be capable of voting at Elections, 
but alſo of being choſen Members of Par- 
liament; have Admiſſion into Places of 
Truſt and Authority; which, in proceſs: 
of time, might endanger our ancient Po- 
lity and Government; and by frequent 
Inter-marriages,- go a great way to blot 
n nien the 1 Race. n 


E — . 5 P — — 
* IP Sir; 2 Ig AT > — ——— 


4. That, anciently; Naturalizations, by | 

Ac of Parliament, were ſeldom or never 

made LAs: upon ſome ſpecial Reaſons: and 
cular Occaſions, And tho' ſome Acts 

d given Encouragement to foreign Mer- | 

C3411 chants 


(24) 
_ Chants and Weavers: to ſettle here, it was 


when our Weaving-Trade, and other Ma- 


nufactures, were inconſiderable to the 
Advancement they had ſince attained. 
Beſides, from the Settlement of the great 
Cuſtoms in Edward I. s Time, in all Acts 
of Parliament ſince paſſed, Aliens had al- 
ways been charged en an Increaſe of 
Cuſtoms, above Natives, and a Diſcrimi- 
nation kept up between them, as was 
particularly remarked by the learned Chief 
Juſtice Hale, in a Tract ”_—_ a 182 


| Naturalization. 


: 6. That it was more- * un 
| that the greateſt Number that would come 
over would be of poor People, which 
would be of fatal Canfeqaence with re- 
ſpect to the many poor, induſtrious Fami- 
lies, who would be reduced to the utmoſt 
Streights hereby; it being evident, that 
no Hands were wanted to carry on our 

| Manufactures, from the great Quantities: 
that lay on hand, their jc line" and 
the Lowneſs of Wages now given: What 
then would be the Effect of ſuch an Ad- 
dition? For theſe Aliens would — — 
ſettle in Places of Manufacture; 

. en Inſtances of any of — 


er 


— 


(025): 


fugees betaking themſelves to the Spade, - 


Plough, or Flail. Secondly, It would be 
a very great Charge to thoſe Pariſhes 
wherein they would ſettle ; there being 
now great Numbers of French, who, for 
want of Work, were relieved, and in great 
meaſure maintained by the Queen' s Boun- 
ty, and Charity of their Churches, and 
other well - diſpoſed Perſons; who, when 


naturalized, would have Recourſe to their 
own e Tuner for an Allow- 


ance. 


6. That a general Naturalization md 
in Effect, defeat the Patent of the Act of 
Navigation, which had always been 
eſteemed to conduce to the Intereſt of 
the Nation, by the Encouragement and 


Increaſe of the Engliſh DIAS, and Ad- 


vance of Trade. 


7. That hereby, in Proceſs of Time, 


Aliens would be advanced in Riches, and 
her Majeſty's Subjects impoveriſh'd : For 


thoſe beneficial Trades of buying and ſell- 


ing by. Commiſſions, Remittances, and 


Exchanges of Money, would, in great 


meaſure, be engroſſed by Foreigners, by 


reaſon of their many Friends and Rela- 
| #3 1 
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tions abroad. Beſides, ſuch Aliens gene- 


rally living in Lodgings, and at little 
Charge, frequently eſcaping public Taxes 


and Pariſh Duties, would be able to un- 


derſell and undermine the” native Mer- 


chants. 


8. That hereby the Treaſure of. the 


Nation would be exhauſted, and remitted: 


into foreign Parts: For it might well be 
ſuppoſed, that thoſe Aliens- that had va- 
luable Eſtates could not, or would not, 
tranſport the greateſt Part thereof hither ; 
and leaving Children and their neareſt 
Relations behind-them, they would come 


| hither only y upon a Deſign of getting 


Riches, and to return home again there- 
with; particularly upon a Proſpect of 


War: An Inſtance of which we had in 
the Practice of our Merchants, who when 


they had got Eſtates abroad, conſtantly 
return home to enjoy the ſame. 


That the Queen's Cuſtoms would 


9. 
hereby be conſiderably diminiſhed: 


many Statutes, which lay a greater — 


on Aliens than on dene would, as to 


this, be 8 
10. 


(%7) 


10. That ortunity would: hereby 
X be given to Merchants to 4 the Goods 
and Merchandizes of other Strangers be- 
yond Sea, their Correſpondents, F _ 
or Relations, either out of Friendſhip, 

to the great Detriment of her Majclty' 8 
Cuſtoms, and Trade of the native Sub- 
jects: A Practice which was offered to be 
proved before their late Majeſties and the 
Lords of the Treaſury ; which Reaſons 
did influence the Judgments of our An- 
ceſtors, as appears by the Statutes of 1 H. 
e 11 EK 7. c. 14. 22 H 8. c. 8. 


212225 That the Duties of Package and 
Scavage of the Goods of all Merchants, 
as well Denizens as Aliens, were the in- 
diſpenſable Right and Inheritance of the 
_ Commonalty and Citizens of London, let 
to Farm by Leaſe (wherein are about 18 
Years to come) for a Fine of 1000 J. and 
the yearly Rent of g50/. and, among 
other things, are by Aa of Parliament 
charged towards the raiſing of 1000 J. per 
Annum for ever, to the Orphans and other 
Creditors of the faid City ; which Duties 


would be wholly loſt, to "tin great Preju- 
e D 2 dice 


(28) 
dice of the ſaid City, and would render 
them incapable. to g e the Gan- 
ment of the lame.” 


12. And in the laſt os de, That the 
Nation being now engaged in an exf 
five, though neceſſary War, Taxes high, 
Trade obſtructed, great Quantities of 
Woolen and other Manufactures lay un: 
ſold; and, as the Effect hereof, the feve- 
ral Prices of making them very ſmall; 
many Families deſtitute of Work thro 
out the Kingdom : What then, at ſuch 
a Time as this, muſt be the Conſequence 
of inviting hither, by a general Naturali- 
zation, 'Multitudes- of poor Foreigners, 
who would only employ themſelves in 
Trade and Manufactures? 


The Bill having thus — a t 
extraordinary Change ſoon happened in 
the Adminiſtration, and the Publick uni- 
verſally ſhew'd a Diſlike to it, by making 
the ſtrongeſt Oppoſition” (at rhe enſuing 
Election of a new Parliament) againſt 
ſuch as promoted it. Three Years after it 
was ee as _ as it related to ch 
e ſuc 


— 


6 
ſuch Foreigners as were not born of Eng- 
liſb Parents. And in the Preamble of the 
Act for that Purpoſe, it was declared by 
the whole Legiſlature, THAT DIVERSE 
MischizrSs AND INCONVENIENCES 
| HAD BEEN FOUND BY EXPERIENCE TO 
FOLLOW FROM THis ACT, TO THE 
D1isCOURAGEMENT OF THE NATU- 
RAL-BORN SUBJECTS OF THIs KING- 
DOM, AND To THE DETRIMENT OF 
THE TRADE AND WEALTH THERE= 
OF; 

After ſo general a Dillike of the Peo- 
ple, and ſo ample a Declaration of the 
Legiſlature, I did not expect to ſee an- 
other Attempt of this Kind ; .an Attempt, 
which ſeems calculated for no other Pur- 
poſe, than to ſubje& the People of this 
| Kingdom to ſuch a Foreign Yoke, as nei- 
ther We nor our Poſterity can bear. 

Your Conduct in Parliament, Sir, has been 
always TRULVY ENGLISH. The Temp- 

tation of a lucrative Employment could not 
prevail on you to forget the Truſt you had 
undertaken for your Country. To whom, 
then, can I addreſs myſelf? To whom : 
can I cry for Succour in the Day of Cala- 
mity ? 
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